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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 7088 

E.O. 11652 XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, UR, US 

SUBJECT: SOVIET-ISRAELI RELATIONS 

REF: TEL AVIV 2645, MAY 13, 1974 

1. AS EAST EUROPEAN SOURCE CONSIDERED RELIABLE RECENTLY TOLD 
USDAO HERE THAT A SIX MEMBER SOVIET DELEGATION VISITED ISRAEL 
BEGINING MAY 7. ACCORDING TO THE SOURCE HE LEARNED ABOUT THE 
VISIT FROM ONE OF THE DELEGATION'S MEMBERS MRS. ZINAIDA 
KHARCHENKO, WIFE OF GENERAL MAJOR OF AVIATION I. KHARCHENKO. 
ACCORDING TO THE SOURCE MRS. KHARCHENKO DID NOT MENTION THE 
NATURE OF THE DELEGATION'S VISIT OR UNDER WHOSE SPONSORSHIP IT TOOK 
PLACE, BUT CHARACTERIZED THE VISITING GROUP AS A "PUBLIC I.E. 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL (OBSHCHESTENNAYA) DELEGATION." 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS FIRST WE HAVE HEARD ABOUT ALLEGED SOVIET 
VISIT TO ISRAEL IN EARLY MAY. HOWEVER, EMBASSY RECALLS THAT A 
SOVIET DELEGATION VISITED ISRAEL IN MAY 1974 IN ORDER TO PARTICI- 
PATE IN CEREMONIES COMMEMORATING V E DAY (REFTEL), AND TIMING OF 
THIS DELEGATION'S VISIT SUGGESTS THAT IT TOO MAY HAVE HAD SOME 
CONNECTION WITH CELEBRATION OF THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY. 
WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION DEPARTMENT OR EMBASSY TEL 
AVIV MAY HAVE ABOUT THE ABOVE REPORT. 
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